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PRESENTATION
The Ithaka Foundation in partnership with the FILIA Centre for Gender Studies has organized, between February-July 2007, the “Open doors for women in Romanian politics” project as part of the “Our Europe” program initiated and sustained by the Ithaka Foundation since 2003. 
The project was implemented between April 16th and April 20th as part of the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All and it has been funded by the MATRA-KAP Program of the Royal Netherlands Embassy in Bucharest. The project was supported by the Information Office of the European Parliament in Bucharest, the European Representation Commission in Romania, as well as by the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies and the Service de Cooperation et d’Action Culturelle of the Embassy of France in Romania.

Identifying the fact that the respect for the principle of equal opportunities in politics as well as the active participation of women in the political life of a country are factors that contribute to the development of a democratic society, this associative initiative between the non-governmental sector, the diplomatic corps, the Romanian Parliament and the institutions representing the European Union in Romania-has aimed at transmitting to the younger generation a new set of values regarding the role women hold in the Romanian social and political life. 

More precisely the project addressed a number of 75 high school pupils, in the upper grades, who manifested their interest for the subject of equality of chances between men and women and the representation of women in Romanian politics. We tried to offer the pupils a new perspective on these matters, one that would differ from the traditionalist model usually provided as part of the traditional education process. 

The students that participated were selected based on a questionnaire. An average number of 15 students per high school were selected based on the answers in the questionnaire, which contained questions that wanted to discover what students think the appropriate role for women in politics should be. Thus, we could both detect the interest of the students for this topic and help identify their stance on the issue. The questionnaire was applied in each high school to the students in two classes, from the eleventh grade and from the twelfth grade. Out of the 75 students initially selected, 68 ended up participating in the program. They were chosen from 7 randomly selected high schools representing each sector of Bucharest and the county of Ilfov. The high schools that were chosen to partake in the project were: Ioan Luca Caragiale, sector 1; Iulia Hasdeu, sector 2; Alexandru Ioan Cuza, sector 3; Mihai Eminescu, sector 4; Gheorghe Lazar, sector 5; Elena Cuza, sector 6 and Ioan Petrus from Otopeni, Ilfov. The students were accompanied by one teacher from their high school, thus we had the opportunity to also involve the teachers and to provide them with pieces of information that they might use in class and offer them an example of how to use a gender-balanced perspective, as part of the education process.

WORKSHOPS

During the week of 16-20 April, each group of students selected from the participating high schools partook for one day in workshops. The groups were thus constituted so as to include students from two high schools, giving the students a chance to debate among themselves in a wider context.  The program of each day was set to include 2 workshops during which the students received training and information, one presentation given by a guest speaker and a final debate, as well as in-depth interviews with the students and the filling in of the questionnaires prepared by the FILIA Centre.
At the beginning of each working day the students and the teachers received maps containing a short presentation of the project, one of the two NGO’s organizing the project, a short version of the materials that would be presented during the workshops and a program with the activities of the day, as well as the evaluative questionnaires which they were asked to fill in at the end of the day. All the presentations representing the training material used during the workshops and prepared by the FILIA team are included in the “Open doors for women in Romanian politics” volume published after the implementation of the project. The questionnaires were also used for the study which was conducted and which was also included in the publication. Also, the students were invited to write short essays dealing with two topics: Strategies of improving the political participation of women in Romania and The Equality of chances between men and women. The best essays were selected by the FILIA team and they were published in the volume entitled: “Open Doors for Women in Romanian Politics”. Moreover the students who were actively involved in the debates and who raised the most interesting issues, as well as those who manifested sheer interest for the topic, were selected to participate in September at one of the sessions of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies and thus come in close contact with the activities of the Committee. Also they are offered the possibility to become volunteers at the FILIA Center. 
During the workshops the students received information about the distribution of gender roles in society, the role women have as political actors, having the opportunity to become aware of a new approach towards such themes, which are usually not tackled by the traditional educational system, all the more so since this category of the population has not been involved in projects that treat this particular topic.  The training was provided by the members of the FILIA Center: Oana Baluta, Cristina Mocanu, and Alina Dragolea. They prepared the materials used during the workshops, the questionnaire based on which the students were selected, and the evaluative questionnaire, which each of the students and their teachers filled in at the end of each working day. They designed the in-depth interviews that were conducted at the end of each day with the most active students and based on which the selection of the students that will participate in the follow-up activities was made.  A member of the Ithaka Foundation staff, Ana-Maria Dima, who was the coordinator of the project, assisted the FILIA Team during the workshops participated in the debates and organized short role-play sessions, in which the students were showed a short movie that contained stereotypical messages about the distribution of gender roles and the way in which these are usually viewed in society with respect to household activities, professional life, leisure time activities. 
The students were asked to put themselves in the different situations depicted and to think about whether or not they would have envisaged them differently.

The students also had the chance to debate among themselves on these matters and to listen to the presentations given by women that are successful in the field of politics: Lucia Lepadatu-member of Parliament and Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies, Minodora Cliveti-president of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies, Ecaterina Andronescu-former minister of Education, Gabriela Cretu-member of the European Parliament and Cristina Vaileanu, Head of Programs for Women, National Democratic Institute. Our guest speakers shared their personal experience and offered their perspective on the way in which women should be involved and become involved in politics both as decision-makers and on an administrative level. Also they received the questions of the students regarding women’s participation, the media coverage of the role women have in politics, the sort of activities women are most likely to engage in, as representatives accountable to their electorate.
On the welcoming day Madame Hélène Lanvert held a short presentation on the history of gender equality in the European Union and on the measures that are being applied to combat discrimination and to ensure the implementation of equal opportunities for all.
Mrs. Lucia Lepadatu discussed the importance of implementing the principle of equal opportunities in Romanian politics and also shortly discussed the activities she has engaged in as member of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies.  She noted that many women are in fact interested in participation in politics and that women’s’ membership in parties is quite high, but that they are often discriminated indirectly either by the fact that for example more men usually end up on the voting list for the seats in Parliament, which is in fact a form of discrimination and which actually restates how important the need for the actual implementation of equal opportunities 
Mrs. Cristina Vaileanu gave a presentation on how women face several obstacles when trying to accede to decision-making positions in the field of politics.  She spoke about gender stereotypes and prejudice, the male model that is usually associated with politics and the difficulties women face when trying to obtain funding for their electoral campaigns.  She also discussed possible ways to combat such situations by creating both formal and informal work groups and she gave the example of the PNL Slatina women’s organization and the PD Hunedoara women’s organization, which were supported by the NDI.
Mrs. Ecaterina Andronescu gave a presentation on how women should change the “face of Romanian politics”. She discussed her own experience as former Minister of Education and noted that women can change the face of politics due to their involvement and their commitment to such relevant issues as education, health and social issues. She was extremely interested in finding out what the students thought particularly about women’s role in education, as this is her field of expertise. Mrs. Andronescu was quite keen on noting that in these areas women should be given the role of decision-makers because the percentage of women working in these sectors are very high and thus their interests should be better represented.
Mrs. Minodora Cliveti spoke about women’s lack of unity in Romanian politics and she stressed the fact that women should manifest solidarity if they want to move forward rather than be coordinated by party politics. She mentioned that this unfortunately happens many times in both Chambers of the Parliament and that unless the legislative proposals made directly affect women as a group, it is actually very hard to get them to agree. Mrs. Cliveti mentioned several times that unless women learn to cooperate between them and regardless of party-boundaries then they will be able to form a united front and to truly act together in solidarity. She encouraged the girls to become involved in politics and not to feel discouraged by the fact that sometimes women are more difficultly accepted in this domain.
The last presentation was given by Mrs. Gabriela Cretu, who spoke about the role women have in politics in other European countries and discussed the central role women hold in society as mothers and care takers and of the enormous responsibilities that fall on their shoulders. She noted that one very important aspect when discussing the field of politics is the one related to the media coverage of the activities and the participation of women politicians. Mrs. Cretu stressed the fact that the Romanian media usually tends to put forward the negative, stereotypical models of women politicians, and that some get all of the attention while others are ignored, and that this is very detrimental to the image of women politicians as such. She also encouraged the students to try to obtain diversified information related to women politicians and their activities, since the information provided by the media could sometimes be biased. 
Mass-media representatives (Radio National, RFI, TVR 1, TV Buftea, Gardianul, Time Out) were also active in our project. They also covered the project in the national mass-media. 
PROJECT PARTNERS
The project benefited from the contribution made by the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies, which supported the project from its incipient phase and which give students the opportunity to participate at one of the sessions, beginning with September 2007. Moreover we received the support of the Information Office of the European Parliament in Bucharest, represented by Madame Hélène Lanvert who supported the project and participated at the opening event, on April 16th, and giving the opening speech, that addressed the issue of gender equality at the level of the European Union, providing both a historical perspective as well as a current vision on the measures taken to eliminate and to sanction discrimination based on gender. The project was also supported by the European Commission Representation in Romania, who provided the location for the workshops at the Info Europe Center. Both institutions representing the European Union decided to become involved in the project as 2007 is the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All. They decided to not only support but also actively participate in the project and organize one of the workshops. Thus, a member of Team Europe, Ramona Chiriac, head of the Chancellorship of the Prefecture of Bacau, held a training session on April 20th, the last day of the project, with the support of the European Commission Representation in Bucharest. Also, Mrs. Gabriela Cretu, member of the European Parliament, gave a presentation in front of the students on the same day, offering a perspective of the institution she represents. Her participation was made possible with the help of the Information Office of the European Parliament in Bucharest.

The involvement of the Ministry of European Integration was unfortunately no longer available due to the change of the Minister Anca Daniela Boagiu, who had manifested her interest in participating in the project. We have also included Mrs. Boagiu in the opening event of the project, but due to objective reasons she could not participate.
Our initiative was also supported by the Service de Cooperation et d’Action Culturelle of the Embassy of France in Romania that helped us by providing the location for the opening event, on April 16th at the French Institute.
RESULTS

The project “Open doors for women in Romanian politics” was one of the first projects of the NGO sector in Romania targeted at raising the awareness of high school students with respect to the matter of gender equality in the Romanian political life. The project was successful and the results are also notable.
Our project managed to increase the interest of the students towards a matter that they are not really familiar with and that is usually not taught in school and which furthermore is indeed of utmost importance in any truly democratic society, namely the implementation of the principle of equal opportunities and consequently the importance of offering the possibility of a balanced access to and participation in politics. Many of the students congratulated the members of the two NGOs for having involved them in such a program. Also they became more aware and we managed to draw their attention on what the consequences of a more concrete involvement of women in politics, especially when it comes to decision-making positions to which they usually gain access more difficultly. The students became more conscious of the fact that discrimination towards women in politics does not have to take a direct form but that it can be present even though it might not be obvious, they were all eager to bring forward their opinions on the matter during the debates and to ask questions to our guest-speakers. One important fact that the students were keen to notice was that usually corruption scandals are more related to men and that the overall impression they have is that in fact women tend to be less involved in such scandals, but that at the same time they can be affected more easily, especially because the press can many times create a negative image that women can be more exposed to.
A post-project quantitative and qualitative research was conducted in order to reveal the students’ attitudes and opinions on the topic of women’s’ participation in the Romanian political life. The research was based on the questionnaires the students filled in during the workshops and on the in-depth interviews that were carried at the end of each day. 

We managed to form a group of high school students that have become more knowledgeable and more sensitive to the matter of gender equality in the field of politics and to understand the importance that this has in any democratic society. We are confident that they will further transmit the information they now possess and that they hold the necessary, if minimal, skills to fight discrimination against women, including in the field of politics, they also stated that they will support women in future campaigns. 

The most active 17 students have been selected to participate at one of the sessions of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies, which will take place beginning with September 2007. Also, those students who have manifested sheer interest for the topic may become volunteers for the FILIA Centre for Gender Studies.

A yahoo group was also created that can represent a starting point for developing a debate platform on the topic of gender equality in politics, as well as in other fields of interest for the students. Also the group can extend its membership to anyone that is interested in this issue and that cares

A brochure has been edited at the end of the project that includes the study conducted based on the responses given in the questionnaires that were applied both before and after the workshops, as well as based on the in-depth interviews carried with the most active students. 
The brochure also contains a few essays written by the students, a study conducted on women’s participation in the parliament, focusing on the members of parliament representing the electorate from Bucharest and Ilfov. Moreover the brochure also contains short texts written by Madame Hélène Lanvert, Mrs. Minodora Cliveti and Mrs. Gabriela Cretu on the topic of gender equality and women’s participation in politics, both at a national and at European level. 

The brochure has been coordinated by the president of the FILIA Centre, Oana Baluta, and assisted in the editing part by Ana-Maria Dima, from the Ithaka Foundation. The volume was printed in 350 copies, distributed to the high schools involved in the project as well as to all the other participants in the project: our guest speakers, to the Information Office of the European Parliament in Bucharest, the European Commission Representation in Romania, the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies and NDI, beginning with the month of September when the Parliament begins its sessions. Also a number of copies are being kept by the two organizers for further use as educational material. 
Due to a change in Romanian legislation that refers to giving publications the ISBN-code we had to postpone the final date of the project from June 30th to July 6th.
The program of the event, the list of participants and the list of the students selected to partake at a session of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies, as well as a copy of the brochure are annexed. 
TEAM MEMBERS

Ramona Calin-President of the Ithaka Foundation, participated at the entire event, assisted with the coordination of the project, helped involve the Information Office of the European Parliament in Romania
Ana-Maria Dima-project coordinator responsible with the distribution and collection of the questionnaires, selection of students, participating at the debates and organizing role-play activities, involving the project partners, elaborating the program for the event, assisting with the editing of the volume and distributing the volume.
Oana Baluta- president of the FILIA Centre, responsible with elaborating the materials for the presentations used during the workshops, correcting the questionnaires and selecting the students, elaborating the questionnaires distributed during the workshops based on which the study was conducted, interviewing the students at the end of each workshop, elaborating the evaluating questionnaires; gathering the articles and coordinating the volume

Cristina Mocanu- part of the FILIA team, trainer, responsible with: the selection of the students, elaborating the evaluating questionnaire, interpreting the results of the questionnaire, elaborating the questionnaire on women’s participation in politics, elaborating one of the materials used for the presentations made during the workshops, preparing the respective material for the volume

Alina Dragolea-part of the FILIA team, trainer, responsible with: the elaborating two materials for the presentations and preparing them for the volume
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