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Celebrating the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, the Ithaka Foundation plans to organise two European conferences: one in Bruxelles and one in Bucharest, on the role of education in promoting cultural diversity and multilingualism in Europe.  Romania, in its capacity of a new member state has brought new cultural and linguistic communities that are not present in other countries of the European Union. As such, Romania can and should contribute to the European efforts to create a common harmonious dialogue between various cultures within and outside its boundaries. 

Faced by the new challenges raised by language diversity, the European Union needs to define its role in a multicultural environment, which has to integrate new actors.  At the same time, the EU has to contribute to the common efforts of  the member states in striving to create a common European identity, by acknowledging the values of each member and by promoting dialogue, tolerance and intercultural harmony. Therefore, it is  paramount to teach languages and improve cultural understanding in order to promote intercultural dialogue among European citizens.  

More precisely, the conference “From education to dialogue: multilingualism in the European Union” contributes to the debate launched on the occasion of the European Year of Intercultural Dilaogue by bringing together members representing the European Commission, members of the academia, the NGO sector, the private sector as well as students and journalists.  

Moderator: M. Luca Niculescu/M. Quentin Dickinson – Radio France Internationale Bruxells
The Bruxelles conference
(in partnership with the Robert Schuman Foundation)
Proposed schedule draft 
10  h – 10 h 10 - 
Welcome speech by  Mr. Jean Dominique GIULIANI, President of the Robert Schumann Foundation

10 h 10 – 10 h 30 – Mr. Leonard ORBAN, European Commissioner for Multilingualism

10 h 30 – 10 h 50 – Mrs. Sandra PRALONG, Romania’s Ambassador of the 

European Year of Intercultural Dialogue “ Romania’s contribution to the European intercultural dialogue “

10 h 50 – 11 h 10 –  Mr. Guy Verhofstadt, former Belgian Prime Minister 
11h10 -12h30 – Mr. Stephan Roman, Director the British Council, Europe
11 h 10 – 11 h 30 – Questions & Answers

11 h 30 – 12 h – Coffee-break

12 h  – 12 h 30 – Mr. Michael SMOLENS, creator of the dot.Sub, multilingual

                            electronic network
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