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Fundatia Ithaka 








“ Romanian Voices: Women in Power, 

Women in Romanian Politics – Reaching Parity”

Clubul Taranului, Bucuresti, 14 Mai 2009
The Ithaka Foundation in partnership with The Robert Schumann Foundation organises a one day conference at the French Institut in Bucharest with the focus on the involvement of women in Romanian politics.

The presence of women on the Romanian political scene remains relatively low compared to other European countries, although the new generations bring with them the long desired change that allows Romanian  women to embrace less tradional roles and become actively involved in social and political life. 

In 1973 the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party established a quota system (precisely 30%), which was based on the principle of proportional representation on all the levels of political, administrative and economic power. Still, only 2 women (out of a total of 21 members) belonged to the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party. The promotion of women in leadership positions was artificial and formal, a simple component of the ideology of the communist party. 

Between 1990 and 2008, the rate of women’s participation in the governing structures of Romania (parliament, central administration, local administration) dropped dramatically to only 3 - 5%. The current parties also experience a low level of women’s participation, both in terms of membership and in the leadership positions (under 15%).

Nevertheless, some progress has been made - especially after 2000 when the prospect of EU accession appeared more tangible. Thus, the number of women in Parliament tripled as opposed to the 1992 elections (from 3% to 10%).

The Ithaka Foundation in partnership with The Robert Schumann Foundation aims at bringing in front of the audience high profile women who hold key positions in the Romanian political structures, business women, representatives of the Mass-media, women from the arts world as well as women scientists that will share their own experiences and thoughts related to women's presence in Romanian society and politics.
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